
 
 

 

Balanga, 06 January 2014 

Feast of the Lord's Epiphany 

 

"I assure you, he will not go unrewarded" (Matthew 10, 42) 

 

Our beloved people of God in Bataan, 

 

Prayerful greetings of affection and God's blessings! 

 

We enter the New Year full of joy and gratitude. Our peninsula is blessed. Our province, 

Bataan, is the best. God has showered us with His grace. Our natural resources are God's 

beautiful gifts. We are God's gifts to one another, with each one of us priests, civic leaders, and 

lay-people-working for the welfare and well-being of our people; their economic and social 

development. We harbor in our hearts one deep intention and desire: the common good of our 

diocese and our community. We envision a bright future for our province and its citizens. For our 

local Church we desire sacramental and spiritual advancement, and full human and cultural 

growth. Thus, hand in hand we journey towards these goals, cooperating and collaborating with 

one another. 

 

It is in this light that we witness ever more zealously to the maturity of faith, pastoral 

development and spiritual growth of our lay faithful. Our discernment has brought us to the 

realization that this is the most opportune and right time to have a Diocesan Seminary, to address 

the pressing need to increase vocation and provide for priestly formation. And because of this, 

the presbyterium of Bataan has univocally decided to build the Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario 

College Seminary. 

 

Truly it is an ambitious and daunting goal but together we can accomplish it. On this the 

Feast of the Epiphany we too begin a concrete manifestation of the presence of God in our 

Church. We are launching the campaign, "Benevolent and Blessed 1,000 Benefactors for 20,000 

pesos within 2014, for the construction of our Seminary. 

 

All of us can be part of this beautiful dream with each family, organization, community, 

corporation enlisting as one of the "Benevolent and Blessed 1,000 Benefactors." As part of this 

group, you will be making a wise and lasting investment in our future, not only as Church but as 



 
 

 

a Christian community. I ardently hope and pray that you will join us in this campaign so that with 

your generous assistance and devoted participation we will send more workers in the Lord's 

vineyard, for truly, the harvest is great! 

 

I am confident that with our communal efforts we will be blessed and we will see the 

completion of the Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario Seminary, a symbol of our love for our Blessed 

Mother and for Jesus Christ and the Church His bride. 

 

I assure you of my constant prayers for all of you and I include your personal intentions 

in my Masses, humbly asking the Lord to bless you and keep you in His loving embrace always, 

safe and protected from all harm. 

 

Let this be our resolution for this New Year of hope and thanksgiving, an offering and 

praise to our loving God! 

 

May God bless you always. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 

 

Most Rev. RUPERTO C. SANTOS, DD  

Bishop of Balanga 

 

 

 


